The Hume and Hovell Walking Track offers 
walkers the opportunity to discover the 
natural beauty of the southern highlands of 
New South Wales. 


The Track, which stretches between 
Gunning and Albury, retraces as closely as 
possible the route followed by the 
explorers Hamilton Hume and William 
Hovell on their expedition to Port Phillip 
in the spring and summer of 1824-25. 


While giving people access to numerous 
recreational opportunities, the Track 
provides an appropriate, practical 
monument to two of Australia’s most 
singleminded and resourceful explorers. 


Walking tracks in New South Wales 
primarily provide routes through natural 
environments, with the longest taking a 
few days to complete. 


The Hume and Hovell Walking Track 
differs from this model in many respects. 
Similar in concept to the Appalachian Trail 
in the United States and the Pennine Way in 
Western Europe, it provides the walker 
with a wide range of environments, from 
steep and rugged hill country or the 
picturesque beauty of Burrinjuck and 
Blowering Dams, to agricultural 
environments such as the Tumut River 
Valley. 


Although Hume and Hovell’s 1824 
expedition gives the project an historical 
basis, the Track has been designed to 
highlight natural and cultural forces that 
have created present-day New South Wales. 
Natural areas are contrasted with those 
influenced by European settlement, each 
providing its own unique enjoyment. 


Walkers will be able to gain an After ingeniously crossing the Murray River 


appreciation of the difficulties that by building a raft using a tarpaulin, they 
confronted the earliest pioneers, and at the continued on, reaching Port Phillip on 
same time be able to observe the changes 16th December, 1824, at the present site of 
that have occurred in the 160 years since Geelong. The poor state of their provisions 
Hume and Hovell’s passage. forced them to set out on the return 


journey almost immediately. 


They arrived at Hume’s outstation near Lake 
George on 18th January, 1825, completing 
one of the Colony’s most significant 
explorations. They had travelled more than 
1900 kilometres on foot in only sixteen 
weeks, and in doing so had discovered 
some of the most fertile lands on the 
continent. 


1824 


By the 1820’s various explorers had 
extended the boundaries of the Colony of 
New South Wales but the nature of the 
interior of south-eastern Australia was 
unknown. Governor Brisbane wanted an 
expedition mounted to investigate the 
quality of the land between Lake George 
and Westernport or Spencer Gulf on the 
southern coast of the continent. Hamilton 
Hume was recommended to him as a 
competent and experienced bushman and 
explorer, and he was joined by William 
Hovell, an Englishman who had been a 
ship’s captain. 


The journey commenced on 3rd October, 
1824. The party comprised Hume and 
Hovell, and six assigned men seeking 
tickets of leave. In order to reach 
Westernport, the explorers endeavoured to 


follow a south-westerly route on every The Governor, who was under instruction 
possible occasion, travelling along the to expand the boundaries of the Colony, 
western edge of the Great Dividing Range was able to exploit the achievements of the 
and over the plains toward what would small party, and settlement quickly 


become Albury. followed. 


Route 


372 kilometres of marked and constructed 
track is now available, commencing at Yass 


From there it proceeds in a south-westerly <> 
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The Track then veers west, passing close by 
Tumbarumba and south of Holbrook, 
before reaching Woomargama, which is 
fifty kilometres north of Albury. 


There are numerous points at which the 
walker may gain access to the Track, 
including trackheads at Wee Jasper and 
Woomargama, and near Tumut and 
Tumbarumba. Some of the thirteen 
intermediate campsites also have all- 
weather vehicular access. 
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Opportunities 


The route offers the walker a variety of 
topographies, vegetation types and 
landuses, as well as numerous points of 
historic interest. 


For long distance walkers, the Track will 
provide a trek of 15-25 days duration. 
However, the Track’s design also provides 
half-day, one day and weekend walks that 
are suitable for family groups. 


Apart from bushwalking, the Track gives 
access to other recreational activities 
including camping, fishing, swimming, 
nature study, photography and wildlife 
observation. 


Brochures 


The Department of Lands has produced a 
variety of publications to assist walkers. 


There are a number of brochures 
describing day walks. These contain 
relevant information concerning that 
particular walk, including a map, a short 
description of the route and some historical 
information. 


For the benefit of those planning longer 
walks, the Track has been divided into 

9 sections and a brochure relating to each 
has been published. 


These brochures contain a map and a 
description of the route, which highlights 
any features particular to that section. Each 
one provides information concerning the 
area’s history and describes any points of 


interest in proximity to the Track. Each one 
also indicates the topographic maps which 
relate to it, and includes notes dealing with 
bushwalking safety. 


Some Suggested walks: 


1 Day — Snowy Mountains Highway to 
Thomas Boyd Trackhead 
— Blowering Campsite to Browns 
Creek and return 
Weekend — Bossawa Campsite to Wee 
Jasper 
— Wee Jasper to Log Bridge 
Campsite and return 
3 or 4 days — Henry Angel Flat, 
Tumbarumba, to Lankeys 
Creek 
— Buddong Falls to Blowering 
Campsite 
Week — Blowering Campsite to Wee Jasper 
— Henry Angel Flat, Tumbarumba, 
to Blowering Campsite 
Fortnight — Yass to Henry Angel Flat, 
Tumbarumba. 


People intending to walk part of the Track 
should plan well in advance, consulting 
the appropriate brochures and maps. 


Although the Track is clearly marked, and 
for the most part follows constructed tracks 
and trails, it is advisable to carry the 
relevant topographic maps and a compass. 


Weather conditions in the higher country 
between Tumbarumba Creek and Wee 
Jasper are unpredictable. During winter, 
parts of these sections are above the snow 
line. Therefore, it is important that walkers 
are fully equipped to deal with all types of 
weather at any time of the year: they should 
also be well informed as regards the 
symptoms and treatment of hypothermia 
and hyperthermia. 


For the purposes of safety, the minimum 
number of people in a group should be 


eo 


four. A reliable person should be informed 
of the group’s itinerary. 


Additional advice and information, based 
on experience and local knowledge, can be 
obtained from the Department’s regional 
offices at Wagga Wagga and Goulburn, and 
from local bushwalking clubs. 


The Hume & Hovell Walking Track has 
been developed by the Department of 
Lands of N.S.W. with the co-operation and 
assistance of the Forestry Commission of 
N.S.W., National Parks and Wildlife Service 
and the Department of Water Resources. 


In addition, many private landholders have, 
through their co-operation, made 
invaluable contributions to the project. 


If you wish to receive information about 
the Track as it is released, please forward 
your name and address to: 

Hume and Hovell Walking Track, 

Department of Lands, 

P.O. Box 39, 

SYDNEY 2001. 


Department of Lands, 
23-33 Bridge Street, 
SYDNEY 2000. 

(02) 228 6111. 


Wagga Wagga Lands Office, 

Cnr. Johnston and Tarcutta Streets, 
WAGGA WAGGA 2650. 

(069) 21 2503. 


Goulburn Lands Office, 
159 Auburn Street, 
GOULBURN 2580. 
(048) 23 0665. 
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